MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF SEAT PLEASANT
SPECIAL MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2012
6:30P.M.

1. OPENING

1.1.1 Cali to Order
Council President Porter called the meeting to order at 6:23p.

1.1.2 Roli Call

Present: Mayor Eugene Grant (Absent),
Councilmember Kelly Porter, Councilmem
Councilmember Elenora Simms, Councilm
Councilmember Reveral Yeargin

Hardy,
Raynor Sr.,

PRESENTATIONS:
¢ None

MEETING TOPICS'

e believes in the motto “City of Excellence” as his
. He started the firm in J anuary }979 He stated that

n Alfen is expert in Economic Development.
that he would be the point of contact and i 1s obsessive with retummg

avai le but he always returns telephone calls.

e (Carol Green practices Environmental Law and wears her name as badge. She
started her environmental career with the Department of Justice. It taught her
how to read the law. She started her career in Government and she came to
Maryland and was certified as a Minority Business Owner. She follows very

carefully with Prince Georges County as they are the leaders in Storm Water.
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Gwen Allen has been with the firm for three years and had experience prior to
joining the firm in Economic Development and Urban Planning and
Development.

Mr. Bregman stated that they are general counsel for the Maryland Department
of Transportation. He brings to the table Real Estate Law and he saw on our list
of needs, Election Law. He has worked in election law.

The issue of fees is a flat fee across board of $260 per hour regardless of the
attorney involved.
They are distinguished from other firms because they

case seven to nothing. The case employed the siate
child had insurance.

They have visited the Feggans Center an
saw the Mayors message concerning
the project.

They would like to have the op

t want to say he won every case. He
:iton appeal.

Councﬂman Raynor Wanted to know their experience with annexation. Mr.
Bregman stated that he would like to say that he has experience in annexation,
but he would need to go back and ask Mark. He has not personally handled
annexation.

Councilman Raynor wanted to know what would be the probability to bringing
your office to Seat Pleasant. The possibility of Seat Pleasant bringing Economic
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Development to the City will be a benefit to have a law firm here. He stated it
was an ad in the Washington Post this past Sunday, which stated that
Washington needs to grow up and stop taking the development out into the farm
land. He stated that we need to bring it to the city. He feels that it is time to tumn
it around to bring it back in. Their firm is in their office building and signed a
lease in December 1978 and opened in January 1979 and he has been in his
office for 32 years. They had an office in Hyattsville for a long, long.time. They
can consider it.

Carol stated that she would be enthusiastic about being cl
the commute from Bethesda to Seat Pleasant on the met
They arrived here from Bethesda in thirty minutes.;
given it any thought.
Councilman Hardy wanted to know how many 1

would take on. Mr. Bregmans: would come from the Council. He
stated they would look at the employment structure and ensure the personnel
manual is sufficient. They
lawyers.
Councilman Yearg:

7 { onr:there. He would tell you to cross it off the bill. He stated it
is not:abont the money, but the service.

stated that she could easily put the names of an individual to provide update.
Councilman Yeargin wanted to know if he knew the first African American that
passed the bar. Mr. Bregman stated he did not know, and Councilman Yeargin
informed him it was Douglas Wilder.
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Councilman Porter stated that the council could have more questions later if
time permitted. He said that annexation would be helpful and encouraged him
to look into his office to see if it is a service that can be provided.

Mr. Bregman wanted to know the main focus to make a selection on the firms
that are being interviewed.

Councilman Porter stated expertise, fee structure and best representation for our
needs. It is not cost based, but due to the budgetary concerns we-ill need to
consider cost.

concerned.
Karpinski, Colaresi & Karp-

He stated that he tries not to say y
municipal government asks a qu
his job to develop the way.
They stated their fees are $
willing to reduce the rate 1
Skip Comworth stated:t]

and $120 for an associate. They are
11rst year

e has been with the firm for one year. He stated
on the front end, but we negotiate on the back

ow their expertise in the area. Mr. Colaresi stated that he
know if the City of Seat Pleasant had authority and Mr. Jones

Couneilman Raynor wanted to know the important issue that the attorney faced
in dealing with a municipality. He stated that one of the most is that he is not
elected, and wanted to know what the municipality needs are. He stated that he
stays objective with the council and staff and is constantly reaching out to them
to ensure that he is meeting your needs.
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Councilman Raynor wanted to know what has been their most difficult matter
in dealing with a municipality. He stated it has been a number of difficult
matters. He stated that he 1s at a loss. He feels it is the risk that the clients take.
Councilman Raynor wanted to know his experience on annexation. He stated
that he loves annexation and he feels that the city will be poor if they do not
annex. He stated that annexation is a great way to find more income for the city
and use it to enhance your tools, It is one of the best tools to=get through
Econmmc Development and grow. b

litigation on land development.
Councilman Raynor wanted to know if they

case laws. Mr. Karpmsk1 stated that
want him to present in the City.

vith working with other municipality
ng the city. We would want to know if

complaints.
Councilman

arpinksi wanted to know how frequent would they want the counsel at
eeﬁngs. Councilman Porter stated that in the past it was only for a hot

button“issue. He stated that it could be more in the future. Mr. Karpinski stated

that the Town of Cheverly wants their attorney in the meetings.

Councilman Porter wanted to know if they had someone in environmental

matters. Mr. Karpinski stated they do not have an environmental attorney

employed.
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e Councilman Raynor wanted to know if they had someone in Personnel Law. He
stated they are the LGIT hotline for employment issues.

e (Councilman Raynor wanted to know in his attendance at the Town of Cheverly
meetings does residents ask questions. He stated very rarely has a citizen asked
him any questions. He stated that they have clarified misunderstandings on
Maryland Law.

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

¢ None

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS
6.1.1. Special Session, City Hall-Council Chambexs,
at 5:30pm

6.1.2. Maryland Consumer Rights Coalitig

et

City Clerk
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